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Kia Ora GEPS Whānau

Tuatahi here is a link to a TVNZ story on school lunches, part of which was filmed at GEPS. TVNZ lunch story  Thankfully we are still part of 
Lunch with Crunch, however next year we will be in with all other schools with the Compass lunches. I have been lucky enough to visit 
schools in Sweden, the USA and England and see first hand the excellent quality of lunches (and often breakfasts) served to their 
tamariki. I would love for our students to also be fed nutritious and healthy kai. While it may seem to some that the lunches are a new 
thing, I have been teaching for over 30 years and feeding students has happened at every school I have been at - regardless of decile. 
The difference is that, before government lunches, these were prepared by school staff and purchased from school and/or staff money.

You may have seen our recent facebook post about our gaga pit. This has quickly become a favourite game at GEPS and we look 
forward to seeing lots of tamariki play on this. Here is the link to our facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/geps.school.nz

Every week at assembly we announce the winning whānau. Points are awarded for taiao (environments), attendance and kairangi 
(striving for excellence). The focus for kairangi changes regularly. For the last two weeks of this term kairangi points will be given for 
students who get to school on time. At the end of this term the winning whānau will be choosing a school reward. At the end of the year 
the overall winning whānau will earn a trip to Bounce.

It is awesome that we have two specialists at GEPS in Science and PE. Each week every class gets 45 minutes doing these activities. In 
Science, students have learnt about bugs, plants and loads of other things. There are currently tadpoles in the room and lots of 
equipment for students to use. We are part of the House of Science so we get new topics every few weeks. In PE, students get the 
chance to hone their skills as well as learning about working as a team. Thanks Mr Shouaib and Miss Boden for providing these lessons for 
our students.

We are also lucky to have a wharekai (kitchen & dining area) where our students take part in the Garden to Table programme. Thanks 
to Mrs Hogan, Eve and Mrs McCallum for organising the programme and teaching students about gardening and preparing food.
Hopefully your tarmariki have talked to you about all of the activities they get to take part in at school.

A reminder that the school leaders have decided that tomorrow will be “Weird and Wacky Wednesday” All staff and tamariki are 
encouraged to come dressed as crazy as they can. We look forward to having a bit of fun.

Finally Eid Mubarak to our families who celebrate this. 

Week 9 Lunches are as follows:

Tuesday – Mac N Cheese with garlic bread
Wednesday – Butter chicken, rice, roti & pineapple

Thursday – Lasagne with a side of veg
Friday – Chicken burger with a slice of brownie & a feijoa

Donna Soljan
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Calendar of Events for Term 1 2025

Week 1: 

03-07 February

Week 2: 

10-14 February

Week 3:

17-21 February

Week 4:

24-28 February

• Mon 03 Feb – First day 

of school

• Thu 06 Feb – Waitangi 

Day Holiday

• Fri 07 Feb – Powhiri at 

9.15am - Whanau 

welcome

• Thu 13Feb – Yr5/6 

Camp meeting for 

parents in hall from 6pm

• Fri 14 Feb – Assembly 

R7 at 2.15pm

• Fri 21 Feb – Swimming 

Sports – Tui @ 9am & 

Takahe @ 11.10am

• Assembly R1 at 2.15pm

• Mon 24 Feb – Tui 

classes to Twinstreams

• Tue 25 Feb – BOT 

Meeting 6pm

• Wed 26 Feb – Open 

afternoon from 2-3pm

• Thu 27 Feb – Whanau 

swim 3.30-4pm (T-Z)

• Fri 28 Feb – 

• Assembly R14 at 2.15pm

Week 5: 

03-07 March

Week 6: 

10-14 March

Week 7:

17-21 March

Week 8:

24-28 March

• Mon 03 Mar – 

Interschool swimming

• Whanau swim 3.30-4pm 

(A-M)

• Fri 07 Mar – R2 & 10 

going to Twinstreams

• Assembly R11 at 2.15pm

• Mon 10 Mar – Tui team 

at Camp Adair

• Takahe  to Stream R1, 5 

& 9

• Tue 11 Mar – Tui team 

at Camp Adair

• Takahe  to Stream R11 

& 15

• Wed 12 Mar – Tui team 

at Camp Adair

• Fri 14 Mar – Kiwi team 

visiting GE Library

• Assembly R10 at 

2.15pm

• Mon 17 Mar – Takahe @ 

Waikumete maunga

• Thu 20 Mar – Local 

Waitakere Board meeting 

6-8pm. All welcome

• Fri 21 Mar – Staff only 

day so no school.

• Mon 24 Mar – Takahe @ 

Waikumete maunga

• Tue 25 Mar – BOT 

Meeting 6pm

• Wed 26 Mar – Kiwi team 

visiting Twin Streams

• Thu 27 Mar – OOZ 

Enrolment ballot at 2pm

• Fri 28 Mar – Interschool 

Cross Country

• Assembly R3 & R4 at 

2.15pm

Week 9: 

31 March – 04 April

Week 10: 

07-11 April

Special Notes

• Mon 31 Mar – Kiwi 

Team @ Due Drop 

Events Centre @ 10am

• Wed 02 Apr – Kakariki 

Wild Card - Wacky 

Wednesday

• Fri 04 Apr – Assembly 

R2 at 2.15pm

• Last day of Term 1 is 

Friday 11 April

• First day of Term 2 is 

Monday 28 April







Kia Ora Whanau

A school public health nurse is available to discuss any concerns about your child’s 
health, growth and development. This includes health assessments, health 
promotion, immunisation and home visiting. They are also able to help with skin 
and ear infections, asthma and eczema, bedwetting and soiling, hearing and vision 
concerns, linking to health and social services and advice about any other health 
concerns. 
They can be contacted via childandfamilywest.wth@waitematadhb.govt.nz.

Nga Mihi

Public Health Nurse
Child & Family West
Level 1 Snelgar Building
55-77 Lincoln road, Private bag 93-115
M.  021572059
childandfamilywest.wth@waitematadhb.govt.nz











Dear parents and caregivers

The Auckland Regional Dental Service (ARDS) is a Te Whatu Ora-operated service, 
which provides FREE dental care to children across greater Auckland. In order to 
prevent any eligible children missing out on receiving free dental care, ARDS is 
cross-checking their own records with school rolls.
For our children’s better oral health and wellbeing, our school roll will be shared 
with the service as required. To find out more information about ARDS, please 
visit ards.co.nz or call 0800 TALK TEETH (0800 825 583).
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